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[bookmark: _sms0bnml2vxj]Activity 1: Introduction to the ESP
[bookmark: _6bj9aw97fimo]Use this worksheet to make notes while you watch the Introduction to the ESP video (https://vimeo.com/1148630216). Your teacher will pause the video to give you time to answer the questions.
In part 1 of the video (00:00–01:01), Zack from Google and James from London Design & Engineering UTC introduce the Employer Set Project (ESP) for the T level in Digital Software Development. They will tell you how long the ESP is, what tasks are involved and how much of your core assessment it counts towards. Watch carefully and make notes below.
1. What do you think the benefit of the ESP is?





2. How long is the ESP and what percentage of your core assessment grade does it make up?















In part 2 (01:01–03:18), David from the awarding body explains the core knowledge and skills that are assessed in the ESP. This section goes into more detail about the marks available for each task and what the awarding body is looking for. Watch carefully and make notes below.
3. What are the main skills assessed in the ESP?





4. What are the five main tasks that are part of the assessment?












5. What is the purpose of the pre-task and how does it relate to the final timed tasks?
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6. [bookmark: _6cb9feodq7mq]How long should you spend on each task, and how many marks are available?
	Pre-task
	Task 1: Planning a project
	Task 2: Identifying and fixing defects in existing code
	Task 3: Designing a solution
	Task 4a: Developing the solution
	Task 4b: Reflective evaluation

	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task involves:
· Research the specific sector the timed task will be based on
Skills required:
· Research
· Planning
	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task involves:
· Create Gantt chart.
· Create a plan for resources selected and associated costs.
· Write a rationale to explain your planning approach and justify decisions.
Skills required:
· Project management
· Research
· Logical thinking
· Critical thinking
· Communication
· Justifying decisions
	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task involves:
· Produce and apply a test plan.
· Apply a solution to fix defects.
· Document the process.
Skills required:
· Debugging
· Code analysis
· Problem solving
· Attention to detail
	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task involves:
· Produce algorithm designs (pseudocode or flowcharts).


Skills required:
· Problem solving
· Computational thinking
· System design
· Logical thinking
· Writing documentation
	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task involves:
· Develop program code.


Skills required:
· Coding
· Testing
· Implementation
· Problem solving
· Developing software
· Creating an artifact
	Time to complete:

Marks available:


What the task 
involves:
· Produce an evaluation of the solution you produced.

Skills required:
· Reflective evaluation
· Critical thinking
· Self-assessment
· Analytical skills
· Communication
· Justifying decisions
· Evaluation
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In the final part of the video (03:18–end), you will meet Arthur, from 10:10 Games, and Fernanda, a Degree Apprentice at IBM and a former T Level student. They will outline how the skills you learn in the ESP will prepare you for working in the industry and give you some of their top tips. Watch carefully and make notes below.
7. How do the skills assessed in the ESP relate to the digital industry? 
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