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Activity 1: Public sector organisations video
[bookmark: _heading=h.bzbwgg54rgjf]Section 1: Understanding the public sector 
Watch the video (https://vimeo.com/1191089060/65456132de). Define ‘public sector’.




Section 2: Central government
A. Government departments (ministerial)
Ministerial government departments are organisations that carry out specific government functions. They are headed by ministers.

1. State the function of a ministerial department.



2. Name a ministerial department mentioned in the video that has an influence on the land-based sector. 


3. Describe what it is responsible for.



B. Public bodies
4. Define ‘public body’.





5. Give an example from the video and describe what it does.



C. Arm’s-Length Bodies (ALBs)
6. Some public bodies are called arm’s-length bodies (ALBs). They are funded and set up by central government but operate independently from direct political control. 
Complete the table below to give ONE example of each.
	Type of organisation
	Land-based example
	What it does

	Executive Agency (EA)
	



	

	Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB)
	



	



Section 3: Local Government
7. List THREE things local government does that affect land-based industries.





Section 4: Public corporations
8. Explain what makes a public corporation different from other public bodies.






Section 5: Advantages of the public sector
9. Complete the table to summarise why land-based industries benefit from public sector regulation and support.
	Area
	Why it is important
	Practical examples

	Animal welfare regulation
	


	

	Environmental protection
	


	

	Food safety and biosecurity
	


	

	Fair standards
	


	

	Financial support
	


	

	Research and innovation
	


	

	Advice and guidance
	


	

	Rural economy support
	
	



Section 6: Disadvantages of the public sector
The Environment Agency is responsible for protecting and improving the environment. 
Why might the size and complexity of this public body make it difficult to achieve some of its targets? Think about:
· What kinds of work does the Environment Agency do?
· Who do they need to work with to get things done?
· What might make it hard to make decisions or take action quickly?
· Can you think of any challenges in covering the whole country?
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