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Activity 1: Public sector organisations video answers
[bookmark: _heading=h.bzbwgg54rgjf]Section 1: Understanding the public sector 
Watch the video (https://vimeo.com/1191089060/65456132de). Define ‘public sector’.
The public sector is made up of organisations that are funded or controlled by the government to provide services and protect the public interest, rather than to make private profit.
Section 2: Central government
A. Government departments (Ministerial)
1. State the function of a ministerial department.
It sets national policy and priorities. 
2. Name a ministerial department mentioned in the video that has an influence on the land-based sector. 
DEFRA
3. Describe what it is responsible for.
Farming policy / animal welfare / environmental protection
B: Public bodies
4. Define ‘public body’.
A public body is an organisation set up by the central government but is not a government department.
5. Give an example from the video and describe what it does.
The Environment Agency, which protects and improves the environment; Office for Environmental Protection, which holds public bodies to account on environmental law and monitors progress against environmental targets; Forestry Commission England, which oversees forestry projects and legislation, and woodland regulation, including tree felling.
C. Arm’s-Length Bodies (ALBs)
6. Some public bodies are called arm’s-length bodies (ALBs). They are part of the central government but work independently from ministers. Complete the table below to give one example of each.
	Type of organisation
	Land-based example
	What it does

	Executive Agency (EA)
	· Animal and plant health agency

· Rural payments agency
	· Safeguards animal and plant health, responds to disease outbreaks, supports animal welfare enforcement
· Administers and delivers farm payments and grants

	Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB)
	· AHDB

· British Wool
	· Provides market information to improve supply chain transparency
· Collects, grades, promotes and markets British wool


Section 3: Local government
7. List three things the local government does that affect land-based industries.
Granting animal activity licences – Carrying out food and environmental health inspections – Managing planning decisions affecting land and buildings – Waste collection and recycling
Section 4: Public corporations
8. Explain what makes a public corporation different from other public bodies.
A public corporation differs from other public bodies because it operates at arm’s length from the government and usually provides goods or services with a commercial focus. Unlike government departments, it has greater financial and managerial independence, generates its own income through trading, and is accountable to the government without being directly controlled on a day-to-day basis.
Section 5: Advantages of the public sector
9. Complete the table to summarise why land-based industries benefit from public sector regulation and support.
	Area
	Why it is important
	Practical examples

	Animal welfare regulation
	Protects animals from poor treatment and ensures ethical standards are met
	Welfare inspections, transport rules, farm assurance

	Environmental protection
	Prevents damage to land, water and habitats and protects biodiversity
	Pollution controls, habitat protection, soil management

	Food safety and biosecurity
	Reduces risks to human and animal health and prevents disease outbreaks
	Disease control, biosecurity rules, food inspections

	Fair standards
	Ensures all businesses follow the same rules, creating a level playing field
	Consistent farming and licensing standards

	Financial support
	Helps businesses remain viable and adapt to change
	Grants, rural payments, environmental schemes

	Research and innovation
	Improves productivity and sustainability across the sector
	Funded research, data, best-practice guidance

	Advice and guidance
	Helps businesses comply with laws and improve performance
	Regulatory guidance, sector advice

	Rural economy support
	Maintains jobs and services in rural communities
	Support for farms, forestry and land-based businesses


Section 6: Disadvantages of the public sector
The Environment Agency is responsible for protecting and improving the environment. Why might the size and complexity of this public body make it difficult to achieve some of its targets?
The Environment Agency is involved in flood management, pollution control, conservation, monitoring rivers and coasts.
They work with local councils, farmers, businesses, other government departments and public bodies. Conflicting priorities between different stakeholders (e.g., farmers vs. environmental targets) can make achieving targets harder.
Policies and actions often need approval at multiple levels, slowing down decision-making and implementation. Multiple layers and responsibilities make delivering policies more complicated.
It’s difficult to enforce policies consistently across the whole country; resources may be stretched.
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