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Students should provide answers in full sentences. 
1. Why is interpreting risk assessments just as important as writing them? 
Students’ responses will vary but explanations may include:
· Because a risk assessment is only useful if people understand it and can spot gaps, errors or missing information before something goes wrong.
· Because even a well-written risk assessment may not include all hazards, so staff must be able to interpret and question it to keep themselves safe.
· Because interpreting helps to ensure the controls are realistic, relevant to the task and actually followed in practice.
· Because understanding risk assessments helps workers recognise new or changing hazards, not just those that are written down.
· Because interpreting allows workers to adopt safe systems of work from one situation to another.
Indicative Mark Scheme (6 marks total)
	Mark Band
	Description

	1–2 marks
	Simple statement of importance (e.g. ‘It keeps people safe’). Limited detail.

	3–4 marks
	Clear explanation that interpretation allows correct use of control measures; links to preventing accidents.

	5–6 marks
	Detailed explanation showing understanding that risk assessments are only effective if interpreted correctly; reference to consequences and vocational context (e.g. land-based environments, changing conditions).


Example 1–2 mark answer: 
Interpreting a risk assessment is important because it helps keep workers safe. If workers understand it, they know how to reduce the risk of getting harmed.
Example 3–4 mark answer: 
Interpreting a risk assessment is important because workers need to understand the hazards and the control measures so they can follow them properly. If they interpret it correctly, they know which actions they need to do, such as wearing PPE or undertaking a task using a specific method. This helps prevent accidents and injuries because workers are using the controls in the way they were intended.
Example 5–6 mark answer: 
Interpreting a risk assessment is just as important as writing it because the controls only work if workers understand what they mean and how to apply them in the workplace. It is not the risk assessment that prevents accidents, it is the correct interpretation that ensures hazards are identified and the right controls put in place.
In land‑based workplaces, conditions such as weather, terrain or animal behaviour can change quickly, so workers must interpret the relevant assessment so they are confident in adapting their actions as conditions change. If the risk assessment is misunderstood, controls may be ignored or used incorrectly, leading to workers or other being harmed through heat stress, machinery incidents or slips and trips. Therefore, accurate interpretation can result in safe working behaviours, reducing the likelihood of accidents happening and workers being harmed.
2. Which control measure in the Livestock handling risk assessment and your improved risk assessment was the most important and why? 
Students’ responses will vary but may include:
· The most important control was …  because it reduces the risk at the source, not just by relying on PPE or behaviour.
· The exclusion zone was the most important because it prevented students, members of the public or animals from entering the high-risk area.
· Competent supervision/training was the most important because inexperienced students or staff are more likely to make mistakes.
· Proper equipment/maintenance was the most important because faulty or unsuitable tools increase the likelihood of accidents.
· Behavioural or animal-based controls (e.g. assessing animal temperament) were most important because livestock and animal behaviour can be unpredictable.
Indicative Mark Scheme (6 marks total)
	Mark Band
	Description

	1–2 marks
	Identifies a control measure with a basic reason.

	3–4 marks
	Explains why the chosen control measure is important; links to hazard reduction.

	5–6 marks
	Justifies why it is the most important, showing understanding of hierarchy of control or industry-specific risks; strong vocational reasoning.


Example 1–2 mark answer
The most important control measure is training workers in safe livestock handling techniques because if they know what to do, they are less likely to be harmed. 
Example 3–4 mark answer 
The most important control measure is training workers in safe livestock handling techniques. Livestock behaviour can change quickly, so workers need to understand how to approach, move and restrain animals safely. This reduces the chance of kicks, crush injuries or animals escaping. Good training lowers the risk of workers being harmed by making sure they understand the correct handling methods.
Example 5–6 mark answer 
The most important control measure is training workers in safe livestock handling techniques, because even with physical barriers and handling equipment in place, livestock behaviour can change quickly and they can react unpredictably to noise, movement or unfamiliar people. Training is essential to ensure workers understand animal behaviour, recognise early signs of stress or aggression, and use handling systems correctly.
In land‑based environments, conditions change constantly. For example, animals may be nervous, weather can affect behaviour, and tasks often involve close contact. This means workers must be able to interpret situations and respond safely as conditions change. While engineering controls such as handling equipment help reduce risk, they only work effectively when workers understand how to use them correctly. Therefore, training is the most important measure because all the other controls rely on this and as a result, it directly lowers the risk of harm such as crushing, kicking or being knocked over.
3. What could happen in your industry if a risk assessment was interpreted incorrectly? 
Students’ responses will vary but may include:
Agriculture/Land-based Engineering:
· Poor interpretation could lead to machinery being used unsafely, causing entanglement, crush injuries, rollovers or collisions.
Animal Management:
· It could lead to bites, scratches, zoonotic disease exposure or unsafe handling techniques that put animals and handlers at risk. 
Forestry/Arboriculture:
· Misreading a risk assessment could result in incorrect felling direction, a climber working without rescue plans or the public entering a hazardous zone.
Horticulture:
· It could result in pesticide exposure, manual handling injuries or mower/strimmer accidents due to overlooked hazards.
Floristry:
· It might lead to tool injuries, allergic reactions, slips in a wet workspace or incorrect electrical safety around water.
Universal general versions:
· It can mean hazards go unnoticed, or the wrong controls are used, increasing the chance of accidents.
· It can lead to workers believing a job is safe when important risks haven’t been identified or communicated properly.
· It could result in workers following weak or incomplete controls that do not adequately reduce the risk.
Possible legal consequences may include:
· HSE enforcement notices 
· Fines and prosecution 
· Civil claims for compensation 
· Invalidated insurance 
Possible organisational consequences may include:
· Damage to machinery or equipment 
· Harm to livestock or damage to crops 
· Environmental damage 
· Operational disruption 
· Increased repair or staffing costs 
· Loss of business reputation 
· Reduced staff morale 
· Additional worker training or supervision requirements.
Indicative Mark Scheme (6 marks total)
	Mark Band
	Description

	1–2 marks
	States a simple consequence (e.g. ‘Someone might get hurt’).

	3–4 marks
	Explains possible outcomes such as accidents, equipment damage or harm to animals.

	5–6 marks
	Provides detailed, sector-specific examples (machinery, livestock, chemicals, environment) AND mentions legal or organisational consequences.


Example 1–2 mark answer
If a risk assessment was interpreted incorrectly, someone on the farm might get hurt. Farm staff could have an accident because they didn’t follow the right safety rules.
Example 3–4 mark answer 
If a risk assessment was interpreted incorrectly, several things could go wrong on the farm. Workers might use machinery unsafely, leading to accidents or injuries. Animals could be handled incorrectly and become stressed or aggressive. Tools or equipment might get damaged if the controls aren’t followed properly. Misinterpretation could also mean controls are not applied, increasing the chance of slips, trips or other incidents.
Example 5–6 mark answer 
If a risk assessment was interpreted incorrectly on a farm, the consequences could be serious. Farm workers might handle livestock in the wrong way, increasing the risk of crush or kick injuries, or the livestock could escape. Misunderstanding controls when operating machinery could lead to entanglement, power take off (PTO) injuries or equipment damage. Incorrect interpretation of chemical handling procedures could result in contamination or environmental harm, such as pollution of watercourses. In hot weather, workers might fail to recognise symptoms of heat stress, leading to dehydration or collapse.
In addition to physical harm, there could also be organisational and legal consequences. The farm owners could face enforcement action from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), fines for breaching health and safety law, reputational damage, or civil claims for compensation from anyone who is harmed. This shows that accurate interpretation is essential for protecting workers, animals, equipment and the environment.
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