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Risk assessment fill-in-the-gaps
Introduction
Risk assessments are used across all land-based industries to keep people, employees, animals, livestock and workplaces safe. Being able to interpret, question and improve risk assessments is a key skill for anyone wanting to work in any land-based industry. 
What’s wrong? 
Look at the risk assessment below. 
	Hazard
	Possible impact
	Risk
	Controls

	
	
	Likelihood
	Severity
	

	Machinery 
	People might get crushed
	High
	Low
	Be careful

	Animals 
	People might get attacked
	Medium
	Medium
	Wear PPE

	Exposed wires
	Tripping
	Low
	High
	Wear PPE


Write a list of everything that makes this risk assessment unclear, unsafe or incomplete.





Looks safe… but isn’t 
Read through the following risk assessment. It is deliberately incomplete. Identify what is wrong or missing from the risk assessment.
	Livestock Handling 
Assessor: J. Smith
Location: College Farm Livestock Handling Pen
Date: 05/06/2025



	Hazards identified
	People affected 
	Control measures

	Animals may kick or push
	Students 
Staff
	Students are told to stay calm around cattle
PPE recommended
Warning signs around
Cattle are usually calm

	Slippery floors
	Students 
Staff
	PPE recommended
Warning signs around

	Gates could swing shut 
	Students 
Staff
	Instructor nearby
Pens are usually checked at the start of the week

	Very hot sunny weather
	Students 
Staff
	Students told to wear hats and loose long sleeved clothing 
Use high factor suncream/ sunblock 
Access to clean drinking water



	Risk rating: Medium 
Any further action required: 
Remind students not to run at the start of a lesson.
Make sure the gates are closed properly.
Review date: Next term


Professional re-write: 
Choose one of the hazards identified from page 2. Rewrite the risk assessment for this hazard using the template below. 
	Section
	Your input

	Hazard
	

	Who might be impacted?
	

	How might they be impacted?

	

	Current risk level
(likelihood and severity)
	

	Existing controls
	

	Additional controls 
(hierarchy of control)
	

	New risk level
(likelihood and severity)
	

	Review/monitoring
	

	Relevant legislation
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