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[bookmark: _Hlk138416276]Select a scenario. Identify the hazard(s). Use the hierarchy of controls to produce a risk assessment for the scenario.
Scenarios
1. Chainsaw hedge cutting (Horticulture and land-based maintenance/Arboriculture and forestry): A worker is cutting back overgrown hedges with a petrol chainsaw on uneven, bramble-covered ground. 
2. Lifting feed bags (Agriculture and farm operations): Feed bags weighing 25kg each need to be moved into storage. Two students start carrying them one at a time, without trolleys or lifting aids. 
3. Zoonotic disease risk (Animal care and management): Students are cleaning out enclosures of small mammals that could carry ringworm or leptospirosis. 
4. Broken fencing in livestock paddock (Agriculture and farm operations): A section of metal fencing around the cattle paddock is damaged, leaving sharp edges and a weak gate latch. 
5. Electrical equipment in damp environment (Agriculture and farm operations): A pressure washer and extension cable are being used to clean an animal housing area. Water is pooling around the electrical connection. 
6. Loose livestock in a field gateway (Agriculture and farm operations): A gate was left open and a small herd of sheep has wandered near the road. Students are helping to round them up during feeding time. 
7. Cleaning animal pens with chemicals (Animal care and management): Disinfectant is being used to clean kennels and catteries. The ventilation is poor, and the labels on the bottles are partly worn away. 
8. Handling a nervous horse (Animal care and management): A student is asked to groom a young horse that has not been handled regularly. The horse is pulling back and showing signs of distress. 
9. Slippery yard surface (Agriculture and farm operations): After heavy rain, the concrete yard around the livestock pens is wet and covered with mud and algae. Vehicles and students walk through this area to access the feed store.
10. Pesticide spraying in a greenhouse (Horticulture and land-based maintenance): A student is preparing to spray insecticide inside a warm, enclosed greenhouse with poor ventilation.
11. Lawnmower on uneven ground (Horticulture and land-based maintenance): A ride-on lawnmower is being used on a sloped lawn with hidden holes from previous mole activity. 
12. Heavy pot and compost handling (Horticulture and land-based maintenance): Students are moving large ceramic pots and 50L compost bags across the garden centre. 
13. Tree climbing for crown reduction (Arboriculture and forestry): A trainee arborist is climbing a mature oak tree to perform crown reduction, using ropes, on a windy day. 
14. Use of a wood chipper (Arboriculture and forestry): A forestry worker is feeding branches into a wood chipper near a muddy, unstable track. 
15. Working with sharp tools at a workbench (Floristry): A student is preparing bouquets using scissors, floral knives and wire cutters in a cramped workshop with water on the floor. 
16. Handling floral foam and sprays (Floristry): Students are shaping floral foam blocks and using aerosol flower preservatives in a poorly-ventilated prep room. 
17. Using a stepladder for window display (Floristry): A florist is standing on a small stepladder to change a floral window arrangement while carrying glass vases.
Risk assessment
Hazard(s)
Identify a relevant hazard that you want to control the risk of. Consider if there may be more than one relevant hazard associated with each scenario.



Elimination
The most effective control. Remove the hazard(s) completely or avoid the task.
How could you eliminate the hazard(s) entirely? Think about whether the task is necessary, or if it could be done differently.






Substitution
Replace the hazard(s) with something less dangerous.
What could you substitute to make this task safer? Consider alternative equipment, materials, or methods that pose less risk.






Isolation 
Isolate people from the hazard(s) using physical barriers or distance. This control is not always necessary.
Can you physically separate people from the hazard(s) using physical barriers, guarding or enclosing machinery, or storing away from high-traffic areas?






Engineering controls
Engineer out the hazard(s) by removing or reducing access to the source of the hazard(s). 
Can you modify equipment or processes to reduce exposure to the hazard(s)?  






Administrative controls
Change the way people work through procedures, training or supervision.
What administrative controls would you put in place? Consider training requirements, work permits, supervision levels or safe work procedures.






Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
The least effective control. Use only when other controls are not sufficient.
What PPE should be worn? Remember, this is the last line of defence and should supplement, not replace, other controls.
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