	
	Resource 5: Taking responsibility for risk assessment
Worksheet answers


[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc137031731][bookmark: _Toc137031855][bookmark: _Hlk138416276]Taking responsibility for risk assessment answers
Watch the video (https://vimeo.com/1196632361/0a8be11573) and make notes.
Section 1: Before starting work
Key points:
· Aspects of the work might have changed since the last time the work was undertaken, so a previous or generic risk assessment might not be appropriate or sufficient.
· Look for potential sources of harm.
· Confirm the likelihood and severity of harm.
· Put in place control measures to eliminate or reduce risks as far as is reasonably practicable.
· Record any changes to the risk assessment and share them with others.
Section 2: Whilst working
Key points:
· New hazards may arise or the risks may change during work, particularly when working outside (or with the public, or when working on a new and unfamiliar work site). 
· Workers must continually monitor activities during work and identify anything that could impact the risk of someone being harmed (e.g. weather or ground conditions change). 
· Workers should keep the risk assessment under review during work and decide if the initial risk assessment needs to be amended; this is known as dynamic risk assessment.
· Any changes must be communicated as soon as they are identified, and decisions then taken quickly if actions must be taken (e.g. work stopped or additional control measures put in place).
Section 3: After the work is finished 
Key points:
· After work has finished, review the risk assessment to check it is still fit for purpose. For example:
· if there is a new piece of equipment of machinery that presents new hazards;
· if there was an accident or near miss, to check existing controls were implemented and to apply any new controls.
· Scheduling and undertaking regular risk assessment reviews helps to create a safe workspace for everyone and demonstrate a proactive approach to health, safety and welfare management at work.
Connecting ideas together
How do these three sections connect? What is the overall message about risk management?
Considering risk assessment before, during and after any work activity provides a framework for proactively controlling risks in the workplace. This helps create a culture of workplace safety and reduces the potential of someone being harmed by work activities.
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