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Activity 5 Judging sample research findings
Read this extract from the EDUQAS exemplar E grade response to the project brief. Then complete the tasks on pages 2 and 3.
	Project: Primary school extension – New Horizons Construction
I researched solar panels as a type of renewable energy. Solar panels turn sunlight into electricity, which can power things in the building. This saves money and helps the environment. I looked at different types of panels and chose monocrystalline because they are more efficient than the other type, polycrystalline. They work better when the sun is strong and take up less space. 
For the building, I chose a modular method. This means the building is made in sections in a factory, then brought to the site and put together. This can be quicker and cause less mess on site. It is useful for schools because it can be done in the school holidays. 
I found that solar panels cost around £10,000 to £13,000 for the system I looked at. The modular building is expected to cost around £150,000. There is also a water system, like a rainwater tank, and that costs around £20,000. These prices were from websites I looked at online. 
The benefits are that the school can save money on energy bills. The solar panels can last for many years and reduce how much electricity the school needs to buy. The water tank helps to reuse rainwater, which is better for the environment. Over time, this can help the school save money and be more eco-friendly. 
There are also some rules. The school might need planning permission before installing solar panels. The panels must also be safe to use and installed properly by trained workers. I saw this information on a government website. 
I used a few websites to find out the costs and benefits, but I didn’t write them down. One website showed pictures and prices for different types of buildings and panels.
Task 1.1 – Record of sources
	Date
	Source Title /URL
	Type of source
	Notes / Key points
	Relevance

	02/08/25
	UK Modular Classrooms (modular-buildings.co.uk)
	Website (company)
	Says modular saves time, good insulation
	Useful but might be biased advertising

	02/08/25
	Wikipedia – Solar Panels
	Online encyclopaedia
	Explains PV basics and south-facing roofs
	General knowledge

	03/08/25
	Energy Saving Trust – Air Source Heat Pumps
	Website (trust)
	How heat pumps work, some pros/cons
	Reliable source

	03/08/25
	Salix Finance – School Funding
	Website (gov)
	How schools can get funding for green projects
	Very relevant

	04/08/25
	Gov.uk – Building Regulations Overview
	Government website
	Basic summary of UK building rules
	Useful for regulations





Evaluation checklist
1. Evaluate the exemplar response E grade to the project brief.
Using the marking guidance on page 10 of the employer-set project (https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/t3mbldcd/employer-set-project-mark-scheme-v10.pdf), complete the following evaluation checklist: 
	Criteria 
	Yes/No 
	Comments 

	Is the research clearly planned and organised?
	
	

	Are all areas of the brief covered? (E.g. electrical, water, installation, H&S, costs.)
	
	

	Is core knowledge applied? (E.g. regulations, performance, financial impact.)
	
	

	Are sources referenced or listed?
	
	

	Are digital tools or varied sources used?
	
	



Follow-up research
2. Choose one or two areas that are missing or weak in the E grade exemplar research (e.g., health & safety, installation requirements, regulations).
Carry out your own research to fill these gaps.
Apply core knowledge (e.g., why planning permission matters, how installation affects safety, how costs impact budgets).
Report
3. Write a short report (150–200 words) describing what you researched, what you found, and explain how your research strengthens the project response.
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