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In this activity, you are going to carry out research for the sample Employer-set Project brief for a primary school extension. The brief requires you to research renewable technologies, modular construction, water conservation, costs, and health & safety considerations.
Make sure that you have a copy of the brief before starting: www.eduqas.co.uk/media/owgf545p/employer-set-project-project-brief-v10.pdf 
Your tasks are to:
· carry out structured research
· present findings clearly
· evaluate how well your research meets the requirements of the brief.
As you work through each step, you may want to check these tips.
	Tips for effective research

	Scope out a short plan before you start.

	Start with a wider pool of sources than you will eventually need.

	Use the CRAAP test to choose authoritative sources.

	Justify your choices.

	Ask yourself meaningful questions when evaluating your work.


Step 1: Research plan
Write down the areas you need to research based on the brief:
· Renewable energy (solar PV system)
· Water conservation (rainwater harvesting, spray taps, low-flush WC, etc.)
· Building method (modular construction)
· Costs and budgets
· Health & Safety and regulations
Create a short research plan showing what topics you will investigate and why they are relevant to the brief. Choose a suitable format, such as bullet points or a mindmap.
Step 2: Carrying out research
a. Research at least ten sources. Identify whether they are reliable sources using the CRAAP test.
b. Use at least three reliable sources (e.g., manufacturer websites, government guidance, industry articles). (Note: You need to ensure that the sources you choose are sufficient to cover all the areas of research needed to complete the project brief.)
c. Record the source details (website name, date accessed).
d. Collect key facts such as:
· typical costs (compare at least two suppliers)
· performance/efficiency (e.g., monocrystalline vs polycrystalline panels)
· installation requirements (time, disruption, safety)
· regulations or permissions needed.
Summarise your findings, with sources listed. Choose a suitable format, such as a set of notes or a table.





















































Step 3: Judging sample research findings
In relation to your own research findings, fill in the evaluation checklist with Yes/No answers and add comments justifying your decisions.
	Criteria 
	Yes/No 
	Comments 

	Is the research clearly planned and organised?





	
	

	Are all areas of the brief covered? (e.g. electrical, water, installation, H&S, costs)




	
	

	Is core knowledge applied? (e.g. regulations, performance, financial impact)





	
	

	Are sources referenced or listed?





	
	

	Are digital tools or varied sources used?





	
	




Step 4: Task reflection
Write a reflective paragraph (100–150 words) showing how you will improve your research process in future tasks. Consider the following questions.
· What did I learn about planning and improving research?
· How will I apply this in my Employer-set Project?
· What would I do differently next time to make my research more effective?
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