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Comparing prompts
Prompt pair 1
	A
	B

	Explain AI to a group of 16-year-old computing students using a real-world example.
	Explain AI in simple terms for teenagers who have never studied computing before.


1. Prompt A is better. Prompt A gives a more specific description of the audience, leading to a more relevant output. 
2. Prompt A strengths: is tailored to the reading level and involves a real-world example. This should provide a clearer, more engaging output. 
Prompt A weaknesses: It could be more explicit about the aspects of AI to be explained, and could give more detail about the format the output should take.
Prompt B strengths: It includes a description of the intended audience and suggests a tone (simple terms) for the output.
Prompt B weaknesses: It is too vague, which will provide generic definitions. 
3. Students’ answers will vary as they are dependent on AI outputs.
Prompt pair 2
	A
	B

	Write about why men make better leaders.
	Write an article exploring factors that can influence leadership effectiveness, using examples of leaders of different genders.


1. Prompt B is better. Prompt A demonstrates bias while Prompt B demonstrates safeguarding and ethical prompting.
2. Prompt A strengths: This prompt doesn’t have any strengths.
Prompt A weaknesses: It contains a discriminatory assumption. This would be considered an unsafe, unethical prompt because it may cause AI refusal or biased reasoning. 
Prompt B strengths: It is neutral, inclusive and analytical. It should provide a high-quality response.
Prompt B weaknesses: It could give more detail about the length of the article, and the intended audience for the article.
3. Students’ answers will vary as they are dependent on AI outputs.
Prompt pair 3
	A
	B

	Create a business idea for a sustainable café that mainly targets college students.
	Suggest three creative business ideas suitable for a small eco-friendly start-up that uses recycled materials.


1. Prompt B is better because context enables meaningful and specific ideas to be generated.
2. Prompt A strengths: It does describe the audience and the context.
Prompt A weaknesses: The context isn’t very detailed, and “college” students could mean different things to different countries, so the description of the audience could be clearer.
Prompt B strengths: It gives constraints (eco-friendly, recycled materials, small start-up, number required). This should provide more tailored ideas.
Prompt B weaknesses: “Creative” is a bit vague, and there’s no suggestion of the context of the business, for example, what type of business or the intended customer. The prompt could be more specific about what is meant by “small”.
3. Students’ answers will vary as they are dependent on AI outputs.
Prompt pair 4
	A
	B

	Write a Python function that checks whether a password is at least eight characters long and contains at least one number. Return True if valid, False if not. Include a docstring.
	Create a password validator function using Python for a beginner coder.


1. Prompt A is better because technical prompts must specify key concepts.
2. Prompt A strengths: It specifies exactly what you want the function to do.
Prompt A weaknesses: It could suggest variable names for the function to use, as it is likely these would be needed in other parts of a program. It doesn’t include any information about the audience or context.
Prompt B strengths: It includes some information about the audience for the output (beginner coder).
Prompt B weaknesses: It is too broad. The AI may generate generic functions; it doesn’t include any conditions that the code needs to include.
3. Students’ answers will vary as they are dependent on AI outputs.
Prompt pair 5
	A
	B

	Promote a new bakery opening this weekend in Liverpool in a way that would encourage local families to visit.
	Write a short, friendly social media post (under 100 words) promoting a new bakery opening this weekend in Liverpool.


1. Prompt B is better because the tone, length and purpose of the output is important.
2. Prompt A strengths: It does give an audience, and describes the context.
Prompt A weaknesses: It doesn’t provide a description of what the format the output should take, and doesn’t give any information about the tone that the output should be. 
Prompt B strengths: It specifies tone, word limit, topic, audience and location. This should provide a clear, usable output.
Prompt B weaknesses: It could give more information about the bakery (e.g. what it sells, the opening times, the specific location) to give more context for the output.
3. Students’ answers will vary as they are dependent on AI outputs.
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