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Activity 2: Evaluating reliability
In this activity, you will use a reliability checklist to decide how reliable a source is.

Your task
1. You will be assigned a source.
2. Complete the checklist. Give a score for each criterion:

Scoring guide
· 0 = Not met at all 
· 1 = Partially met 
· 2 = Fully met

3. Explain why you have awarded this score (your reasoning).
4. Add up the scores (out of 14). Use the table below to decide overall reliability.

	Score 
	Reliability

	12–14
	High

	5–11
	Medium

	0–4
	Low



5. Carry out a critical reliability check and override the score if necessary. Explain your decision.
6. Write a summary that explains how reliable the source is, giving reasons for your decision.
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Reliability checklist
Source name/number:
Type of source (e.g. journal article, magazine article):
	[bookmark: _Hlk138416276]Criterion
	What to check
	Score (0–2)
	Reasoning

	Currency
	· The information is still relevant and is not outdated.
	
	


	Author
	· The author is clearly named. 
· The author has relevant expertise, e.g. a PhD.
· The author is linked to a trustworthy organisation.
	
	




	Publication
	· The source is published by a recognised organisation (e.g. journal, government body, reputable news outlet).
· The publication has clear editorial standards or peer review processes.
	
	

	Accuracy
	· The information is consistent with other reliable sources. 
· There are no obvious errors or inconsistencies.
· Conclusions are logically supported by the information provided.
	
	

	Bias
	· There are no obvious conflicts of interest or hidden agendas (e.g. study was not funded by a company that has something to gain).
· The article presents a balanced viewpoint. 
· The language is objective, not emotional or persuasive.
	
	

	Links
	· References or citations are included.
· The sources used are of high quality 
(e.g. academic studies, official data).
	
	



	Evidence
	· The information is supported by clear evidence (not just opinions).
· Claims are supported using data from a scientific study (primary source).
· Evidence is clearly explained rather than just mentioned.
	
	


	Critical reliability checks (must pass ALL)
If any of these are NO → the source has low reliability (even if other scores are high)

	· No strong bias or hidden agenda
· Claims are supported by some form of evidence
· Author or source is identifiable
· Information is not clearly inaccurate or misleading
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