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[bookmark: _Toc137031731][bookmark: _Toc137031855]Activity 2: Using academic referencing answers
[bookmark: _Hlk138416276]Use information from the slides to answer the following questions about academic referencing.
Name the type of academic referencing system explained in the slides.
Harvard
Explain the difference between a citation and a reference list.
A citation is placed within the main body of the text (containing the author and year). A reference list is an alphabetical list at the end of the document that provides the full publication details for every source cited.
Describe when you would use a citation.

Whenever you paraphrase an idea (put it into your own words) or use a direct quote from a source.

You are using a journal article written by Dr. Sarah Jenkins and Dr. Leo Miller in 2024.
You want to paraphrase the following part of the article: “The introduction of silver nanoparticles into the agar plate inhibited all bacterial growth within 24 hours.”
Write a suitable in-text citation.
Suitable answers are: 
· Jenkins and Miller (2024) found that bacterial growth was completely inhibited on agar plates 24 hours after the introduction of silver nanoparticles.
· According to a recent study (Jenkins and Miller, 2024), bacteria growth is completely inhibited on agar plates 24 hours after the introduction of silver nanoparticles.
You are writing a report on microbiology and found a perfect quote in a paper written by Dr. Alice Chen, Dr. Bob Roberts and Dr. Clara Zheng in 2025. You want to use this exact sentence from page 104 of their report: “The use of aseptic techniques reduced the risk of sample contamination by 95%.”
Write a direct quote citation as it would appear in the middle of your paragraph.
“The use of aseptic techniques reduced the risk of sample contamination by 95%” (Chen et al., 2025, p. 104).


You read an online report from the World Health Organization (WHO) published on 
13 October 2025. The original text says: “In 2023, approximately one in six laboratory-confirmed bacterial infections worldwide were caused by bacteria resistant to antibiotics.”
Write a sentence that includes this fact, but in your own words. Include a citation.
A suitable answer is: According to the World Health Organization (2025), in 2023 around one in six laboratory-confirmed bacterial infections worldwide were caused by antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
You have used this source in a report:
Author: Dr. Aris Thorne
Year: 2023
Article title: The impact of microplastics on marine phytoplankton
Journal name: Environmental Science Review
Volume and issue: Volume 14, Issue 2
Pages: 102 to 115
Write out the full reference exactly as it should appear in your reference list.
Sharma, N. (2023) ‘The impact of microplastics on marine phytoplankton’, Environmental Science Review, 14(2), pp. 102–115.
A report writer has used a website as a source.
The website URL is www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seasonal-influenza-vaccine-uptake-in-children-of-school-age-winter-season-2024-to-2025 and it was published by the UK Health Security Agency in 2025.
The title of the webpage is: Seasonal influenza vaccine uptake in children of school age in England: winter season 2024 to 2025.
This is the reference they used:

UK Health Security Agency ‘Seasonal influenza vaccine uptake in children of school age in England: winter season 2024 to 2025’ (2025). Available at: www.gov.uk.

List what corrections they should make.

· The year (2025) should be in brackets immediately after the author, not at the end of the title.
· The title of the webpage (Seasonal influenza vaccine uptake in children of school age in England: winter season 2024 to 2025) must be in italics.
· The title should not be in quotation marks (these are for journal articles).
· They must provide the full URL to the specific page, not just the homepage.
· They must add the date they viewed the website at the end (e.g. Accessed: 
12 January 2026).
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