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Glossary 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pnbbb0jwzt2f]It is important to use correct technical terminology for clear communication. Use this glossary to help you learn and remember key terms and their definitions. Add any other terms that you may have come across during your course or placement.
	Term
	Definition

	Academic journal
	A publication that contains articles written by experts and researchers. Academic journals are often peer reviewed and are a key source of reliable scientific information. 

	Academic referencing
	The process of acknowledging and citing the sources of information used in a report to avoid plagiarism and allow readers to locate the original sources.

	Accuracy
	The extent to which information is correct, precise and free from errors.

	Balanced viewpoint
	A presentation of information that considers different perspectives and evidence rather than focusing on only one side of an argument.

	Bias
	A tendency to present information in a way that favours a particular viewpoint, opinion or interest, which may affect the reliability of a source.

	Broadsheet newspaper
	A newspaper that typically provides detailed reporting and analysis of current events. 

	Conflict of interest
	A situation in which a person’s personal, financial or professional interests could influence their interpretation or presentation of information.

	Currency
	How recent and up to date a source is. In science, current information is often important because knowledge and evidence can change over time.

	Editorial standards
	The rules and quality checks used by publishers to ensure that  information is accurate, clear and suitable for publication.

	Electronic library        (e-library)
	A digital library of academic journals, books and primary sources.

	Evidence
	Information, data, observations or research findings used to support a claim, conclusion or argument.

	Harvard referencing
	A commonly used referencing system that includes in-text citations and a reference list at the end of a report.

	Hidden agenda
	An unstated motive or purpose that may influence how information is presented, potentially affecting the reliability of a source.

	In-text citations
	Brief references included within the main text of a report to show where information, ideas or evidence have been obtained.

	Literature report
	A structured report that summarises, analyses and evaluates information from a range of sources on a particular topic.

	Literature review
	A process which involves collecting, evaluating and summarising existing research on a topic. It helps scientists to understand what is already known and to identify gaps in knowledge.

	Objective language
	Clear, factual and unbiased language that is based on evidence rather than personal opinions or emotions.

	Passive voice
	A style of writing in which the focus is placed on the action rather than the person performing it (e.g. “The experiment was conducted” rather than “The researcher conducted the experiment”).

	Peer review
	A quality assurance process in which experts in the same field evaluate a research paper before publication to check its validity, accuracy and significance.

	Primary source
	An original source of information, such as a research study, experiment, interview or dataset, created by the people directly involved in the work.

	Reference list
	A complete list of all sources cited in a report, usually placed at the end and formatted according to a specific referencing style.

	Relevance
	The degree to which a source relates directly to the topic or research question being investigated.

	Reliability
	The trustworthiness of a source. Reliable sources are produced using sound methods and can be depended upon for accurate and consistent information. Peer-reviewed sources of information such as scientific journal articles are considered to be very reliable.

	Scientific paper
	A written report of scientific research that presents methods, results, analysis and conclusions, usually published in an academic journal.

	Secondary source
	A source that interprets, summarises or discusses information from primary sources rather than presenting original research.

	Skimming
	A reading technique used to quickly identify the main ideas, key points and relevance of a source without reading every word.

	Source
	Any material used to gather information, such as a book, journal article, website, newspaper, report or dataset.

	Tabloid newspaper
	A newspaper that often features shorter articles, eye-catching headlines and more sensational stories. 
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