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[bookmark: _Toc137031731][bookmark: _Toc137031855]Activity 3: Selecting task
[bookmark: _Hlk138416276]The brief
You have just started working as a scientist at a strawberry farm in the UK. The farm currently grows strawberries outdoors in fields, relying on natural sunlight and rainfall. They want to increase yields.
You have been asked by your supervisor to carry out a literature review and write a report into how understanding of photosynthesis is being used in current technologies in strawberry farming, with a focus on how effective these technologies are at improving yields.
Sources
1. www.maxapress.com/article/doi/10.48130/FruRes-2023-0004
2. How we boosted our strawberry yields with stacked bed technology (L1 Activity 3 Worksheet 2)
3. www.mdpi.com/2311-7524/10/9/941  
4. www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/can-electro-agriculture-revolutionize-the-way-we-grow-food-180986120/
5. horticulture.co.uk/blogs/growing/hydroponic-strawberries 

Top tips for skim reading sources
· Focus on the title, headings and subheadings to get a quick sense of the topic.
· Look at the Abstract and Conclusion (in a journal article), or the first and last paragraphs of other sources. These often contain the purpose and key points.
· Quickly move your eyes over the text to notice important words, bold/italicised terms or repeated phrases.
· Look at graphs, charts, images and captions. They often explain results or key points more succinctly than text.
· Focus on the bigger picture – don’t get bogged down in numbers, technical terms or minor examples.

Explaining relevance (final column)
You can use these sentence starters:
· I rated this source as highly relevant because...
· I rated this source as medium/low relevance because...
· This source is directly relevant as it explains...
· This source is useful to my research as it explains...
· It is useful for background knowledge as it covers...
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· It is less relevant because it focuses on...
	[Subject]: [Topic title]
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Information from sources
	Source number
	Type of source 
(e.g. scientific journal article)
	What the source is about (key theme) 
	Conclusions from the source
	How relevant (useful) the source is for my literature report, with reasons.
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