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Glossary 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pnbbb0jwzt2f]It’s important to use correct technical terminology for clear communication. Use this glossary to help you learn and remember key terms and their definitions. Complete any missing definitions and add any other terms that you may have come across during your course or placement.
	Term
	Definition

	Access
	Routes into, out of and around a site for pedestrians, vehicles, deliveries and services. Access affects safety, movement, site logistics and the arrangement of a development.

	Accessibility
	Designing buildings and spaces so they can be used by a wide range of people, including people with disabilities or limited mobility.

	Bearing capacity
	The ability of the ground to provide reliable support for structural loads.

	Brownfield site
	Previously developed land. Brownfield sites may contain issues such as contamination, made ground and variable ground conditions.

	Buildability
	How practical and achievable a design is to construct, taking account of the site, materials, construction method, access, programme and cost.

	CAD (computer-aided design)
	Digital software used to produce accurate construction drawings.

	Circulation
	The way people move through and around a building or site, including entrances, exits and routes between spaces.

	Client
	The individual or organisation commissioning a construction project.

	Client brief
	Information setting out the client’s requirements, expectations, constraints and desired outcomes for a project.

	Compliance
	Meeting the relevant planning, regulatory, accessibility, health and safety, and environmental requirements that apply to a proposal.

	Concept design
	An early design proposal showing ideas such as the layout, access, spaces and overall construction approach.

	Construction method
	The approach used to construct a building, such as traditional masonry, timber frame or modular/off-site construction.

	Construction programme
	A planned timeline showing construction activities, durations, sequence, dependencies and possible overlaps.

	Construction sequence
	The logical order in which construction activities are carried out.

	Constraints/project constraints
	Factors that limit or influence what can be designed or built.

	Contamination
	Harmful substances within the ground that can create risks and affect construction, remediation, cost and programme.

	Control measures
	Actions used to eliminate or reduce identified risks.

	Dependencies
	Relationships between project activities where one activity must be completed, or reach a particular stage, before another can begin.

	Design proposal
	A developed solution that responds to the client brief, site conditions, stakeholder needs and project requirements.

	Design risk assessment
	A process of identifying hazards associated with a design, assessing the risks and identifying measures to eliminate or reduce them.

	Durability
	The ability of a material or building element to continue performing its intended function while resisting wear and deterioration.

	Feasibility
	Whether a project or proposal is practical and achievable when factors such as site conditions, design, construction method, time and cost are considered.

	Foundations
	The part of a structure that transfers building loads safely into the ground.

	Gantt-style chart
	A visual programme that shows project activities against a timescale, including their durations, sequence and overlaps.

	Ground conditions
	The characteristics of the ground at a site that can affect stability, foundations and construction.

	Ground investigation
	Investigation carried out to understand site ground conditions and identify issues that may affect development.

	Groundwater
	Water present below ground level that may influence groundworks, remediation and construction.

	Hazard
	Something with the potential to cause harm.

	Made ground
	Ground containing material that has previously been placed, disturbed or reworked through human activity or earlier development.

	Materials
	Substances and products used in construction, selected according to factors such as performance, durability, sustainability, cost and suitability.

	Modular construction
	Construction in which sections or modules are manufactured off-site and then delivered to site for assembly.

	Off-site manufacture
	Producing building elements away from the construction site before transporting them to site for installation or assembly.

	Opportunities / project opportunities
	Features or circumstances that could be used to improve or benefit a design or project.

	Planning permission
	Approval confirming that a proposed development is acceptable in planning terms.

	Primary stakeholders
	People or organisations directly involved in or affected by a project.

	Programme
	A schedule showing when project or construction activities will take place.

	Project brief
	A document setting out the requirements, constraints, expectations and supporting information for a project.

	Remediation
	Measures used to manage or address contaminated or unsuitable ground so that development can proceed safely.

	Risk
	The potential for harm or another adverse outcome, considered in relation to its likelihood and consequences.

	Risk assessment
	The process of identifying hazards, considering their likelihood and severity and determining suitable control measures.

	Risk management
	The process of identifying, assessing and managing risks throughout a project.

	Risk rating
	A value or category indicating the level of risk based on factors such as probability and impact.

	Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM) budget
	An early project budget used as an affordability guide rather than a fixed tender sum.

	Scale drawing
	A drawing in which measurements are represented at a consistent ratio to their real dimensions.

	Secondary stakeholders
	People or organisations indirectly involved in or affected by a project.

	Sequencing
	Arranging construction activities in a logical and appropriate order.

	Site analysis
	Examining site information to identify significant features, constraints, opportunities and risks and considering how they could affect a proposal.

	Site conditions
	The physical and environmental characteristics of a site that may influence development.

	Site logistics
	Planning and managing access, movement, deliveries, storage, plant and construction activities on and around a site.

	Stakeholder
	A person, group or organisation involved in or affected by a construction project.

	Standardisation
	Using repeated or consistent building elements, dimensions or components to support project delivery.

	Success criteria
	The requirements or outcomes used to judge whether a project has successfully met the client’s expectations.

	Sustainability
	Designing and constructing in ways that consider environmental impact, resource use, long-term performance and project needs.

	Thermal performance
	How effectively a material or building element controls the transfer of heat.

	Timber frame
	A construction method that uses timber to form the main structural frame of a building.

	Trade-off
	A compromise where improving one aspect of a design or construction solution may create a disadvantage or limitation elsewhere.

	Unit costing
	Estimating cost by applying a cost per unit to a measured quantity.

	Unit rate
	A cost applied to a particular unit of measurement and used to calculate an estimated cost.

	User needs
	The requirements of the people who will use the building.

	Wastage allowance
	An additional percentage added to a calculated material quantity to allow for cutting, overlaps or other material losses.

	Work breakdown structure (WBS)
	Dividing a project into smaller, manageable sections of work.

	Work package
	A defined group of related construction activities that can be organised within the project sequence and programme.
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