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Before starting the main project, it’s helpful to build background knowledge about this type of building and the challenges that may influence its construction.
You are not designing the final youth hub yet. Gathering reliable information will help you interpret the client brief, site evidence and stakeholder requirements later.
Independent preparation
Complete this research using your own words and keep a clear record of the sources you use. Your research may inform your later thinking, but it should not decide your final design response.

Shortened client brief
You are a junior member of a multidisciplinary design team working on a proposal for a sustainable, single-storey youth community hub on a brownfield site.
The client wants a safe, inclusive, flexible and welcoming building that is sustainable, practical, buildable and appropriate for its site.
Your research should consider:
· the needs of young people, staff, visitors and the wider community;
· inclusive access, safe movement and flexible internal and external spaces;
· sustainable design solutions, energy use and whole-life performance;
· appropriate materials and construction methods;
· brownfield site risks, access, planning, health and safety, cost, programme and buildability.
What you need to produce
Complete a concise research record containing the following evidence:
· A short overview of the project type and its likely users.
· Research into two relevant precedent (previous) projects.
· A comparison of useful design, material, construction and sustainability features.
· Identification of potential site, planning, regulatory or delivery challenges.
· A final reflection explaining how the research may inform your later project work.
Use reliable sources such as architects’ project pages, council planning information, construction case studies and recognised professional bodies.


Activity P1: Understanding the project type
Use your existing knowledge and initial research to complete the table. Keep your answers concise and relevant to the proposed youth community hub.
	Question
	Your notes

	What activities and services might a youth community hub provide?
	

	Who are the likely users and stakeholders?
	

	What internal and external spaces may be required?
	

	Why are accessibility, inclusion and safeguarding important?
	

	What opportunities can sustainable design create?
	

	What risks or constraints may arise on a brownfield site?
	



Focus on application
Do not simply define terms. Consider how the answer to each question could influence the layout, appearance, construction, operation or cost of the proposed building.



Activity P2: Researching two precedent projects
Research two completed or proposed projects that can help you understand the design challenge. They do not need to be identical to the youth hub, but each example should provide relevant evidence. Suitable examples may include youth centres, community hubs, single-storey public buildings, sustainable community buildings, modular facilities or brownfield regeneration projects.
	Research focus
	Precedent project 1
	Precedent project 2

	Project name, location and source
	
	

	Purpose and main users
	
	

	Useful layout or design features
	
	

	Accessibility and inclusive-design features
	
	

	Materials and construction method
	
	

	Sustainability or energy features
	
	

	Site, planning or delivery challenges
	
	

	One strength of the project
	
	

	One limitation or issue to avoid
	
	

	How this precedent may inform the youth hub project
	
	





Activity P3: Key lessons from your research
Summarise the most useful lessons from the two precedent projects. Each point should explain why it may matter to the later design challenge.
	Area
	Key lesson and possible project implication

	Design and layout
	

	Materials or construction method
	

	Accessibility and inclusion
	

	Sustainability
	

	Site, planning or regulatory challenge
	

	Cost, programme or buildability
	





Activity P4: Final reflection
Write a short reflection explaining how this research may help you approach the full project. Refer to evidence from both precedent projects and identify:
· one design idea worth exploring;
· one suitable material or construction approach;
· one sustainability or accessibility principle;
· one risk, constraint or trade-off that will require careful investigation;
· one question you still need the full project brief or site information to answer.
Reflection




















Pre-release evidence checks:
 ☐ I have researched two relevant precedent projects.
 ☐ I have recorded the sources used.
 ☐ I have compared features rather than only describing them.
 ☐ I have explained how the research may relate to the youth hub project.
 ☐ I have not developed or fixed my final design before receiving the full project information.
Key message
Precedent research should improve the questions you ask and the evidence you look for. Your final project decisions must still respond to the full client brief, site information and stakeholder evidence.
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